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222 Notes and Discussions 

PHILOSOPHASTER AGAIN 

Professor West's article on "Philosophaster Once More" needs no 

additions, but it may be noted that Laurentius Valla (Elegantiae i. 5) 

had before him a text of the De civitate dei reading philosophaster. 

His words are interesting: "Et hunc [Cicero] Augustinus appellat 

philosophastrum, non (ut puto) parvum philosophum, sed imitatorem 

philosophorum, nisi dicas imitationem esse diminutionem quandam per- 

fectionis." This statement accords with Professor West's position on 

the " abusive term," and the context shows that Valla in no way felt that 

there was an inconsistency which needed emendation. The word thus 

appears to be almost a correlative with vir gravis. 
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